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Walt Disney
	Walt Elias Disney was born on 5th December 1901 in Chicago. He is mostly known for as an innovative animator and producer who created shows such as Mickey Mouse. Even when he was young, Walt drew, painted and sold pictures to his neighbours and family (Biography, 2020). In 1919, Walt and Roy moved to Kansas City to pursue a career as a newspaper artist. Walt and his brother Roy made a deal with a local theatre to screen their cartoons which they called Laugh-O-Gramms (Biography, 2020). This turned out to be a success and he was able to acquire his own studio. He began doing 7-minute fairy tales which combined both live action and animation called Alice in Cartoon land (Biography, 2020). This initial success was short-lived since the studio became burdened with debt in 1923 forcing Walt to declare bankruptcy (Biography, 2020). 
	Shortly after, the two brothers moved to Hollywood and opened Disney Brothers Studio (Art net, n.d.). It turned out that the second time was the charm for the two brothers since this time the studio became a huge success. Needless to say, they did face some challenges along the way. For example, Walt went ahead to be win a total of 32 Academy awards and was able to spearhead a lot of innovations and ideas in his lifetime. Sadly, he succumbed to lung cancer in 15th December 1966 in Burbank. 
	Walt’s Flowers and Trees produced in 1932 was the first cartoon to be produced in colour and it enabled him to win an Oscar Award (Biography, 2020). Some of his other works went ahead and gained a lot of popularity among the masses. For example, Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf produced in 1933 was one of the most popular productions during the Great Depression (Biography, 2020). The Mickey Mouse animation was well received to the extent that the Mickey Mouse clubs that were formed generated a huge following surpassing that of the girl and boy scouts.
Walt is credited for re-inventing animation by introducing more sophisticated techniques and enforcing the concept of cartoon characters (Dakks, 2006). Furthermore, he was hugely responsible for making the first feature- length animation Snow White in 1937 (Dakks, 2006). This particular project took almost 4 years to complete and used up a lot of the Studio’s resources (Dakks, 2006). At this time, feature-length animation was an outlandish proposition. The film had high rewards such as being the highest grossing film of all time. It also served to create a template that defines our vision and family-friendly, musical and fairy tale- focused entertainment (Rindskopf, 2018). 
Another of Walt’s dream and idea that went ahead and set him as one of the greatest innovators was Disneyland. He intended for them to be amusement parks that also serve an educational purpose. His target were both adult and children alike.Walt is also credited for the 1st nature documentary and his studio is seen as one of the prime movers of the conservation movement through some of his works such as Bambi and True-Life Adventures. 
In 1928, Walt Disney’s studio lost all its animations and rights to Oswald the Lucky Rabbit (Rindskopf, 2018). This meant that he had to start his company again all the way from scratch. Difficult as it was, he succeeded once again and proceeded to expand his vision for his studio. It was during this time that Walt came up with the idea of Mickey Mouse. At the time, the mouse was one of the few animals that had not yet been animated as a starring character. He actually voiced for the character of Mickey Mouse until 1946.
Walt has a vision that he wanted to fulfil for his studio and was quite selective of the contracts he entered into in regards to the same. For example he wanted his Studio to have television right and therefore rejected to sign a contract extension with his distributors United Artists in 1936 because they did not grant Disney television rights (Dakks, 2006). Walt Disney productions became the first motion picture to sign an agreement with a television network (ABC Network) to provide programming (Dakks, 2006). The main motivation for this was the fact that ABC Network provided financing for Disneyland in return for the show (Dakks, 2006).. When he decided to move from ABC to NBC network for his series Walt Disney’s Wonderful World of Color, there was a dramatic increase in the sale of colour television sets, as was intended by the network (Dakks, 2006).
Peter Pan is one of the Disney stories that were adapted from classic fairy tales. However, most of the original texts were sinister and malicious (Dillon, 2019). Disney subdues these traits and creates a colourful wonderland for children (Dillon, 2019). For example, animated adaptation of Peter Pan heavily contradicts the illustration in the original text; the harsh features of Peter Pan have been softened to make him more appealing to a younger audience.  By doing so, Disney ensured entertainment to the viewers and could enforce social ideologies through cinematic reflection (Dillon, 2019).
Just like any artist, the work produced by Walt Disney was hugely influenced by the then existing beliefs systems, values and norms of the society. In the 1950s, women were viewed as domestic figures whose place was at home caring for the children and cleaning. Men on the other hand were seen as providers, protectors and authority figures. The 1953 animated adaptation of Peter Pan can be used to reflect the society in the time when it was produced by Walt Disney. 
Walt Disney romanticised the notion of domesticity and female submission. It seems to re-enforce the then existing societal norms that the woman’s place was at home. Wendy also shows female passivity; she calmly accepts that she is the caretaker of her fellow siblings. Disney incorporates the domesticated ideology in a visually pleasing and desirable association for the designated gender roles of the patriarchal society (Dillon, 2019). 
Tinker Bell’s character in the same is a reflection of the socio-cultural dynamics regarding bodily expectations and anatomy (Dillon, 2019).  She seems to be uncomfortable with her body and in one scene she seems so sad looking at her reflection in the mirror. She was used to show how self-aware young children especially girls, become when they experience the change from childhood to puberty (Dillon, 2019). It is a fact that even today, adolescent children deal with the same issues of being too conscious of their body or even being ashamed by it. 
Tinker Bell’s character in the motion picture has a thin waist and thick thighs; it can be argued that she was overly sexualised. This shows that in the 1950’s women were still thought of as constructed simply for the benefit of a man (Dillon, 2019). This is further highlighted when Peter Pan vigorously shakes Tinker Bell, without her consent, so that she can produce pixie dust. She was just being used by Peter Pan. Tinker Bell is repeatedly used a pawn in the realm of male privilege while Wendy falls into the role of domestic keeper (Dillon, 2019).
It is almost a century from the release of the first feature-length production. Some of the societal norms and beliefs are the same while others have shifted radically. For instance, men still provide for their families but this duty no longer falls on the shoulders alone, women also take part in providing for their families. For a child who grew up watching Disney movies and animations, he/she is likely to absorb and copy all lot of the values that are constantly portrayed on the screen.
Latest works by the Walt Disney Studio show women who speak up their views and take action; they no longer have the female passivity of some of the earlier characters. The ideologies and issues addressed by the studio have evolved. As opposed to the domestic era where girls were seen as home makers and damsels in distress who needed saving, the new age girls have an independent streak and strive to free themselves from the bonds of societal norms. Moana from the movie Moana is a representation of how women have made strides in the society. She does what she believes what is right and she also takes on leadership roles; this proves that the society today perceives a woman to be able to handle leadership and solve people’s problems.
Another notable change is how the attitude to work is different from today. Working was seen as a horrible thing (Dillon, 2019). An example is how Snow White is seen slaving away cleaning the house. In more recent films such as Zootopia, work is seen as a way to get closer to our friends and colleagues, way of improving our society and also gives an identity to someone. Work is viewed in a more positive light and desirable as opposed to it being a punishment and being mainly for the poor and underprivileged.  
Movies are a great way to pass messages and enforce societal values. By looking at the work of artists, one can get to understand what values were highly regarded and those that were shunned. The same goes for Walt Disney. His works reflects on the society he lived in. furthermore, from his life one can see that he was a determined person who worked for all that he has been able to achieve. The results of his great work speak for themselves as he is remembered as being one of the people who revolutionised cartoons and entertainment in general.
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